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CROPS

Only light precipitation occurred

over the State averaging nearly one-tenth

inch except two-tenths inch in the central

and southwest. Temperatures were eight

degrees below normal across the State.

GENERAL

Clear, dry conditions for the second

consecutive week allowed corn planting in

Nebraska to be virtually completed last

week. Planting of sorghum and soybeans

also went well with near three-fourths of

those crops in the ground. In the west,

planting of dry edible beans was just

getting underway. Eastern row crop

producers with heavier textured soils

continued to struggle with crusted, cloddy

topsoils. Harvesting of the first cutting

of alfalfa was underway with 20% completed

by week's end. A period of warm weather

is needed to promote normal growth and

development of the State's crop. State-

wide, 6.7 days were considered suitable

for fieldwork.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 26%

short, 70% adequate and 4% surplus. Sub-

soil supplies were 78% adequate and 22%

surplus. A year ago, topsoil moisture

rated ,1% short, 39% adequate and 60%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 1% short,

60% adequate and 39% surplus.

Corn planting was 99% complete

compared to only 70% last year but the

same as normal. Seventy percent of the

crop had emerged, with 40% out of the

ground last year and 90% considered

normal. .Farmers worked to loosen crusted

soils with rotary hoes and some irrigation

where available. Limited replanting was

reported due to thin stands.

Sorghum was 70% planted compared to

only 10% last year and 80% normal.

Fifteen percent was emerged, well ahead of

only 1% last year but behind 50% normal.

Soybean producers had 80% of their

crop planted, same as normal, while being

well ahead of 15% a year ago. Twenty

percent was emerged, compared to 3% last

year and 55% normal.

Winter wheat condition showed little

change and was 33% fair, 66% good and 1%

excellent. Heading was still a full week

behind normal at 40%, behind both 85% last

year and 80% normal.

The first cutting of alfalfa was 20%

harvested, with 10% cut last year and 40%

normal. Alfalfa crop conditions were 1%

poor, 16% fair and 83% good. Weevil

infestations were widespread in the east,

with stands being cut early to reduce

tonnage losses and insect populations.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplles rated

adequate. Livestock both in feedlots and

on grass were doing well with dry, cool

conditions being excellent for weight

gains.

Preclpitation, April 1 - June 3, 1983

NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ............ 50 .i0 .i0 .20 .20

Total since April 1 ....... 5.70 6.10 6.50 6.40 6.00

Normal since April 1 ...... 5.26 5.67 6.72 6.17 6.96

SW SC SE

.20 .i0 .i0

6.00 6.50 5.70

5.33 6.28 7.28
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